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The Road is Our Home  
Fr. Ben Newland  

     
      When I was a 
kid it used to really 
worry me that my 
parents might make 
me  move. They’d 
left one house for 
another before I was 
remembering things, 

but as far as I knew I’d spent my whole 
life in one place. Occasionally a friend 
would move away. Or a new kid would 
arrive at school. I would thank God that 
is wasn’t me. 

Eventually I moved myself, of 
course: first to community college in 
the same town, then to university a few 
hours away, then to seminary a couple 
states down. That must have broken 
something loose because then it was 
five years here, barely two in the next 
place, then seven in one spot (my adult 
record!), then three, then three again, 
then five, and now here I am on the 
road between El Paso, TX and Hender-
son, KY, and hoping to set a new rec-
ord in a little river town just over the 
line of ’The South’. 

Moving is hard because it means 
you will no longer see the people 
you’ve come to love as often as you 
did. Every time I leave a place I think 
about how hard it is to leave my friends 
behind. Except those friends are only 
my friends because I left the previous 
set of friends behind to come and find 
them. It’s a terrible equation in which 
the best results come from the 
pain of leaving people you love scat-
tered across the world. You can’t ever 
catch up with old friends until you 
make new ones somewhere else.  

         

  
      Billy Strings has a lovely chorus in 
his song, The Beginning of the End that 
goes: 
 It’s the end of the line 
 It’s the end of the show 
 It’s the end of the record 
 Even though I hate to go 
 I could star here for a while 
 If I had nowhere to be 
 But this old highway keeps on 
 calling  
 For the end of you and me. 
 

So here we are at the beginning. It’s 
an amazing and overwhelming and awe-
some place to be. Billy’s right though, 
because of course this too is the begin-
ning of an end, as all things human must 
end. This is of no consequence to us, 
though, who walk in the path of Jesus, 
because the road is our home, even if we 
never move houses. 

In his book The Jesuit Guide to 
(Almost) Everything, Fr. James Martin, 
SJ, writes about this truth of the Christian 
journey: 
“…the image of the path has been 
the dominant image that I’ve used for Ig-
natian spirituality. That’s also why I 
like what Jerónimo Nadal, one of Ignati-
us’s early companions, said: ‘The road 
is our home.’ He meant that Jesuits were 
always traveling, always en route to 
some new mission, always open to move. 
But Nadal’s comment carries another 
meaning, too. It means that we are always 
on the road to God, and the more we 
come to understand the destination, the 
more we feel at home on that road.” 

Already I’ve been welcomed home 
to Henderson more times than 
I can count. So let me welcome you to the 
road. I can’t wait to walk it with 
you. 
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Upcoming Events 

We are delighted to continue to welcome you to join us for in-person worship. 

You are also welcome to experience services livestreamed on St. Paul’s Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/St.PaulsHenderson  

Tuesday, July 1 — Fr. Ben’s first day 

Sunday, July 6, 13, 20, 27 — Holy Eucharist Rite II with Fr. Ben Newland 

Sunday, July 6 — Coffee Hour Reception for Fr. Ben and Jieun 

Friday, Saturday, July 18,19, 20 — Vacation Bible School at Community Baptist Church  

Sunday, July 20 — Holy Eucharist Rite II/Youth Sunday  

VBS celebration   

Tuesday, July 15 —Vestry Meeting 

Saturday, July 26 —Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Sunday, July 27 - Retirement Reception for Deacon Larry 

June Happenings at St. Paul’s 



 

 

 

 
God Bless America 
from the Deacon 

  
We live in a nation with more freedoms than 

most, yet we are close to losing our sacred free-
doms. What will happen if we are not allowed to 
worship as Episcopalians. We are at war with a 
President who wants to be a King or Dictator. We 
are witnessing protest all over the country, because 
of such cruelty and the rights of our citizens being 
taken away. This country was founded on religious 
freedom and the separation of Church and state. 

“The Declaration of Independence” set forth by 
our founding fathers on July 4, 1776 states, “We 
hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all People 
are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty, and Pursuit of Happiness.”  

I may be a little melodramatic, but what about 
the families that are being torn apart by ICE and 
their immigration czar whom the President put in 
charge of deportation of all illegal aliens. I believe 
all this is because of sin and disbelief in Christ. We 
are at war with Satan! Satan would love to see this 
nation fail because it is built on the idea that, we 
trust in God.  

Let me put it this way. There are many ways to 
sin. One is that we don’t do what God demands of 
us. I know that God wants us to pray, and not just 
pray for 20 seconds, but be a person of prayer, like 
Jesus. I know that God wants us to love our neigh-
bor and the stranger. We are supposed to feed the 
hungry and help the sick, so what happened to the 
republican party. Why are they taking programs 
away from our poorest citizens and health care for 
the elderly? This is not what Christians should do!  

Another type of sin is hatred, which is sown in 
the Evangelical Churches where the pastors are 
preaching that all gays be shot in the head! That’s 
just the opposite of Christ teachings. Hatred is a 
feeling that can be both Godly and sinful depending 
on what it is that is causing us to hate. The Bible 
speaks of loving God and hating evil (Psalm 97:10) 
and hating the assembly of evildoers (Psalm 26:5) 
and hating falsehood (Psalm 119: 116).  

If this great nation is to remain a great nation 
with the inalienable right of life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness we must set forth a new declara-
tion! A declaration not of independence from a 
want-a-be King, but a declaration of dependence 
upon the Creator and His son Jesus Christ! Only by 
this can we truly experience any type of freedom.    

 

 Jesus is the opposite of us. He always did the 
things he set out to do and He never did the evil things 
He hated. He was perfect, and yet he allowed himself 
to be treated as a sinner, so God could call you a saint. 
Jesus became our sin, and we became his righteous-
ness. Jesus Christ is the only cure for the evilness hap-
pening in this country. This 4th of July, take a moment 
to pray for the spirit of Christ to bring a future of 
change for our broken nation. A spirit of Hope, Peace, 
Love and Justice for all. May God bless the United 
States of America!   

        Love and Peace  

 
 
 
June Vestry Minutes Summary 
Marty White 
• Financials were discussed.  

• Letter of Agreement with Fr. Newland has been 
signed. His first day will be July 1. 

• Todd Clary will do the tree work in the playground 
area as well as in front of the Randolph Founda-
tion. 

• Bragg Carpet Magic will be cleaning all the carpets 
in the building.  

• There was discussion about a mold and mildew 
problem on the kneelers in the church. We will 
contact the heating and air people to discuss this. 

• Deacon Larry’s retirement reception was discussed. 

• Discussed ways to promote the hiring of Fr. Ben. 
Susie will contact WSON and Bill will contact the 
Hendersonian. We will also post on Facebook. 

• Greg Burris will be contacted about outlets that are 
not working near the Columbarium.  

• Next meeting will be July 15 at 5:45 p.m. 
   
 
July Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 
1 Marilyn Dixon            
4 Renner Wehr                      
9 Charlotte Cardwell                
13 Hugh & Becky Stone           
14 Diane Saum 
16 Randall & Ellen Redding 
22 Lary and Leigh Ann Wehr 
 Russ Gubernot 
29 Bob Mulcahy 
31 Vickie Deep 
 

If you are celebrating a birthday or anniversary and are 
not on the list, please let Judy in church office know. 



 

 

 

Youth News 
Leslie Newman— 

St. Paul’s was well represented at the June 1 
Women’s Honor Court ceremony to dedicate the new 
wall honoring 78 women including our own Grace 
Kimiko Nakamura Crabtree and Marie McKnight 
Huber and the memory of Marie’s dear mother, Mary 
Elam Kimsey Rudy. In an overflow crowd, many 
members of Kim and Marie’s families and our parish 
family braved the bright sunshine to pay tribute to 
these legendary women and to hear the keynote re-
marks presented by…our own Ane Crabtree, who 
members of our parish may remember as Linda, sis-
ter to Robbie and Shawn, daughter of Kim and Char-
lie and granddaughter of Mary Lou and Charles, and 
aunt to Hana, Mary, Sara and Klaus. The Henderso-
nian wrote “In her keynote remarks, Henderson na-
tive and Emmy-nominated Ane Crabtree recalled her 
growing up days before she graduated from Hender-
son County High School in 1982 and pursued a ca-
reer in Hollywood that has spanned 35 years. She 
called her hometown ‘a little big town’ filled with 
people who instilled in her ’wanting more and 
dreaming big’ and said the granite wall’s names echo 
the stories of women who inspired … ‘I fell in love 
with this town as a kid and I’m stll in love with it 
today’, she said, challenging the audience to ponder 
what they would do for future generations. The 
world needs more strong women.” Ane, whose talk 
received thunderous applause, was presented with a 
key to the City by Mayor Brad Staton. If you haven’t 
visited the Women’s Honor Court, it’s at 16 South 
Water Street across from the Doc Hosbach Tennis 
Complex. 

 

Youth Sunday a Success 
Deacon Larry requested our youth provide a 

youth Sunday for Father’s Day, June 15, and they 
did! Ms. Monessa and Alexis worked with the chil-
dren and youth during Godly Play to learn the camp 
version of the Lord’s Prayer, which they presented as 
the offertory as John Tyler, Chandler, Mallie and 
Liam collected the offering. Alexis, Kaleigh, Miran-
da, Addyson, Will and Eleanor read the Psalms, les-
sons and prayers of the people and Caroline read a 
poem to honor fathers. Ms. Monessa provided beau-
tiful handkerchiefs the children presented to the men 
who were present. Jenny Donnelly provided beauti-
ful music and her father was present to beam with 
joy. And Canon Jason, wife Amy and son William 
joined us as he officiated the Eucharist. And EYC 
provided coffee hour for those families who weren’t 
rushing off for other Father’s Day celebrations. 

Vacation Bible School 
Join us as we explore, through Godly play, the 

stories Jesus told to teach us how to practice God’s 
love! 

What: Vacation Bible School (VBS) Project 
Parables - with lessons, activities, games, mission 
and meals 

When: Friday July 18th from 6-8:30 pm (The 
Parable of the Sower), Saturday July 19th from 9:30 
am-noon (The Parable of the Good Shepherd), Sun-
day July 20th at 10 a.m. at St. Paul’s (youth Sun-
day) followed by a joint celebration lunch at CBC 
(The Parable of the Mustard Seed) 

Where: Community Baptist Church (CBC) 
1026 Pebble Creek Drive on July 18, 19 and after 
church on July 20 and right here at St. Paul’s 5 
South Green Street on Sunday morning at 10 a.m. 

Why: To provide an opportunity to enrich our 
children’s, our youth’s and our own Christian for-
mation, to learn and hear again the stories Jesus told 
to teach us how to practice God’s love, and to meet 
and share the love of Christ with the children, youth 
and adults of our fellow churches and our neigh-
bors. 

Who: Pre-K through 5th grade St. Paul’s chil-
dren, their friends, neighbors and visiting cousins – 
all are welcome! 

But wait! We can’t do it without help from 
you! Youth (6th-12th grades) and adults are needed 
to assist. If you can help on any or each day, please 
contact Leslie. And, oh, it’s our St. Paul’s family 
collaborating with Community Baptist Church, The 
Presbyterian Church of Henderson and First Chris-
tian Church to make this happen!  

How: Register online at 
https://forms.gle/jchwPeBbP2V84ZCi8  

Walk-ins with parents or guardians in tow are 
welcome, but it sure will help for planning if you 
pre-register! 

And, Pastor Lauren McDuffie at CBC is certi-
fied in Godly Play and co-wrote the curriculum for 
this VBS. She is working with Ms. Monessa and 
our Godly Play materials to incorporate them into 
the stories we will hear! 

And, all four churches are collecting items in-
cluding gallon size Ziploc bags, decorating supplies 
– markers, stickers, stamps, etc., travel size sham-
poo and bars of soap, lip balm, sunscreen, small 
bottles of hand sanitizer, small packages of tissue 
and wet wipes, bandages and bandanas for VBS at-
tendees to make and decorate 100 or more mission 
bags to distribute to blessing boxes in town. Your 
contributions may be left at the church. 

And, thank you to Gisele and the prayer shawl 
ministry for donating yarn for the craft activities. 

And, please watch the weekly email from Judy 
for further updates. 



 

 

 

SUNDAY MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

  
 

1  2 3 4 
Independence 
Day 

5 
 

6—4 Pentecost 
10—Holy Eucharist 
Rite II with Fr. Ben 
Newland 
Reception for Fr. Ben 
and Jieun during  
Coffee Hour  
Patrick Hauke - Organ 

7 8 
 

9 10 11 12 

13—5 Pentecost 
10—Holy Eucharist 
Rite II  
 
Patrick Hauke -  
Organ 

14 
 
 

15 
5:45 p.m. 
Vestry 
Meeting   

16 
 

17 18 
VBS - 6 - 
8:30 p.m. 
Community 
Baptist 
Church 

19 
VBS - 9:30 - 
Noon 
Community 
Baptist Church 

20—6 Pentecost 
10—Holy Eucharist 
Rite II/Youth  
Sunday/VBS  
Jenny and Ally  
Donnelly - Musicians 
 
VBS Celebration -  
Community Baptist 

21 
 

22 
 

23 24 
 

25 
 

26 
 
Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 

27—7 Pentecost 
10—Holy Eucharist 
Rite II  
Deacon’s Larry’s  
Retirement Reception 
 
Jenny and Ally  
Donnelly - Musicians 

28 
 

29 30 31   

       

Services in person and livestreamed 
on St. Paul’s Facebook page.  

facebook.com/St.PaulsHenderson 

St. Paul’s Calendar July 2025 

Christian Community Outreach Items for July: 
Toiletries 

Deodorant, soap, Shampoo, Conditioner 



 

 

 

Date &  
Lessons 

Altar Guild 
Altar Flowers 

Ushers Acolytes Lay Read-
ers 

Coffee Hour  

6 4 Pentecost   

2 Kings 5:1-14  
Psalm 30 
Galatians 6:7-
16 
Luke 10:1-11, 
16-20 

Gisele Purdy 
 
 
 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Lary Wehr 

  
The Purdy’s, 
Caroline 
White 

 
Mike 
France, 
Marty 
White 

 
Reception for 
Fr. Ben and 
Jieun 

 
 

13–5 Pentecost 
Amos 7:7-17 
Psalm 82 
Colossians 1:1-
14 
Luke 10:25-37 

Susan Sauls 
Ella Thomas 
 
 
 
Ms. Ann Street 

 
 

 
 

 
Susie  
Watkins. 
Leslie  
Newman 

 
 

 

20–6 Pentecost  
Amos 8:1-12 
Psalm 52 
Colossians 
1:15-28 
Luke 10:38-42 

Alexis Purdy 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Bayard 
Walters 

  
Youth Sunday 

 
Youth  
Sunday 

 
 

 

27 - 7 Pentecost  

Hosea 1:2-10 
Psalm 85 
Colossians 2:6-
15 
Luke 11:1-13 

Marilyn Dixon 
Ellen Redding 
 
 
Mr. Tom Smith 

  
The Purdys, 
Caroline 
White 

 
Susan 
Sauls, 
Marty 
White 

 
Retirement  
Reception for 
Deacon Larry 

 
 

     
 

  

Lay Ministry July 2025 



 

 

 

Youth News - Continued 
 

 
Regretfully, All Saints sum-

mer camp did not go. No explana-
tion was provided interested par-
ties as to why. Alexis, Caitlin and 
Kaleigh did travel to All Saints on 
the day camp was scheduled to 
start to visit the grave of our be-
loved Madeline Hayes on the sixth 
anniversary of her death, to clean 
the area around her marker and to reminisce at the 
campus where they share so many happy memo-
ries. 

Still on the table is a Family Gathering of 
Alumni of All Saints at Hill Top Inn August 29-
31. Packages include Saturday day passes, tent 
camping and full weekend with lodging. Activities 
will include camp games, nature hike, state of 
camp walking tour, kidcentric activities, talent 
show, bonfire, Sunday service and free time to en-
joy the amenities of camp, including swimming, 
pickleball, disc golf, basketball, table tennis, ca-
noeing, paddle boarding, the labyrinth, and dogs 
are allowed! Available spots are filling quickly. 
See the diocesan newsletter, Alexis or Leslie for 
further information. 

        Thanks to the community 
minded members of our parish 
family who volunteered in dif-
ferent capacities at the 34th W.C. 
Handy Blues and Barbecue Fes-
tival (June 11-14) and those who 
will volunteer at Sandy Lee Wat-
kins Songwriters Festival 9July 
23-26) and Bluegrass in the Park 
Folklife Festival (August 8-9). If 
you know of volunteer opportu-

nities for our parish family, including our youth, 
please let us know. 

 
Following up from 

last month’s newsletter, 
EYC will gladly consider 
offers of swimming pools 
for a summer gathering. 
We appreciate all our par-
ish family does to support 
us. 

Financial Summary as of May 31, 2025 

Pledged Income Received to Date $27,024.00 

Non-dividend Investment Income Transferred .00 

Other Operating Income to Date unavailable 

Total Budgeted Expenses to Date unavailable 

From the Search Committee 
 
There we were. August 1, 2022. Three years 

ago. We began a path not unfamiliar in the life of the 
church—a time without a rector. It has been three 
years marked by challenge, growth, and grace. But in 
those three years, we found ourselves learning to 
trust in God in new ways, relying on one another and 
rediscovering the heart of our parish. 

We faced many practical and spiritual challeng-
es. In fact, there were Sundays we wondered how it 
would all come together, and weeks when the weight 
felt heavy. Thank heaven for Deacon Larry who 
through his own trials and tribulations, was an inspi-
ration to us all and kept us on a spiritual path. 

But in the midst of uncertainty, we witnessed the 
Holy Spirit at work. Our lay leaders rose to the occa-
sion with such dedication. Supply priests shared their 
gifts with us. Ministries continued. Worship was sus-
tained. Outreach went on. Organists appeared to our 
delight. And every day, we were reminded that we 
are the Body of Christ—called to serve, love, and 
lead TOGETHER. 

Now, by God’s grace, (and 
some time spent at general con-
vention exactly one year ago this 
week) we enter a season of hope 
and renewal. We joyfully welcome 
Fr. Ben Newland and his wife, 
Jieun into our St. Paul’s family. 
And with them, we also welcome 
fresh vision, pastoral care, spiritual 
direction, beautiful music, and the 
promise of a shared ministry. It’s a time for thankful-
ness, for rebuilding, and for listening together to 
what God is calling us to next. 

As we all know, our new chapter brings new 
challenges. It will take time for all of us to learn one 
another, to build trust, and to set a shared course for-
ward. We may not always agree on every detail, but 
we are united in our baptism and by our common life 
in Christ. 

Now is the time for us all to gather together, to 
pray together, to be generous with our encourage-
ment of each other. We are at the next faithful step in 
our journey. As we walk together, let us give thanks 
for what has been, and for what will be, and place 
our hope in our Lord who walks with us ALWAYS. 

Thank you dear friends. 



 

 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Staff 
The Rev. Benjamin Newland, Rector 
The Rev. Larry Courtney, Deacon 
Leslie Newman, EYC Director 
Judy Duncan, Parish Secretary 
Phone—270-826-2937 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
5 South Green Street 

Henderson, KY 42420 
 

www.stpauls-henderson.org 

Service Times 
Holy Eucharist Rite II - Sundays 10 a.m. 
 

Vestry Ministry Teams   
Sr. Warden    Susie Watkins 
Jr. Warden    Mitch Deep 
Secretary    Bill Gentry 
Treasurer     Mike France 
Clerk     Marty White 
 
Budget and Finance   Marilyn Dixon, Mike France,  Bill Gentry 
Worship and Music    Marilyn Dixon, Mike France, Marty White, Connie Spivey 
Communications   Bill Brodsky, Marty White 
Christian Formation and Youth  Alexis Purdy, Miranda Purdy, Leslie Newman, Marty White,  
      Monessa Curry 
Building and Grounds    Marty White, Mitch Deep, Russ and Kathy Gubernot, Joe Mattingly 
Fellowship/Outreach    Becky Carroll, Susie Watkins, Susan Sauls 
 Pastoral Care    Dcn. Larry, Marilyn Dixon, Susie Watkins, Marty White 
  


