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Love God. Love Each Other.

THE GOOD NEWS December2025

Advent at St. Paul’s
The Rev’d Benjamin J. Newland

The best antidote to the “Christmas
Chaos” is Advent at Church. There’s a
lot to love about this season, and
there’s plenty to be frustrated by as
well. Skipping the Christmas season
entirely is nearly impossible, but spend-
ing some quality time at prayer in the
beautiful and quiet sanctuary of St.
Paul’s can go a long way towards put-
ting the rest of the world in perspective.
For the seasons of Advent and Christ-
mas I’d like to continue one liturgical
practice that we’ve started and try a
couple new ones:

Evening Prayer

Evening Prayer will continue every
Tuesday at 5:15pm, as well as Wednes-
days when the choir is rehearsing, also
at 5:15pm. You have to pay attention
on that Wednesday one, I know, be-
cause there’s usually one Wednesday a
month when we don’t hold it. General-
ly the choir rehearses the first three
Wednesday evenings of the month then
takes a week off, but it isn’t always ex-
actly that pattern if we’re derailed by a
holiday, or a 5th Wednesday in the
month, etc. The previous Sunday’s bul-
letin will always say if we’re holding
Wednesday Evening Prayer and the
weekly email will also say.

This practice of Evening Prayer
has been so lovely these past few
months! It’s getting darker earlier now
though, which keeps some folks home,
so I’d like to try two other Advent and
Christmas services at other times of
day:
8:00am Sunday Mornings

Starting with the first Sunday of
Advent (November 30th) and continu-
ing at least through the Twelve Days of
Christmas (Sunday, January 4th will be
the last scheduled for now) we will

hold a service at the church at 8:00am on
Sundays.

I would like the 8:00am to be differ-
ent from the 10:00am service. Whoever
attends that service will have the ability
to influence the shape of it as we go
along, but initially I’'m planning to do a
service of Morning Prayer with Eucharist
rather than the straightforward Eucharist
Rite II that we do at 10:00am. This does
two things I’'m looking forward to: First,
it means a lay reader can conduct the en-
tirety of the first half of the service. I'll
be there, of course, and I’ll step in after
the prayers to say the Eucharist. Second,
it means we get a different set of lessons.
At 8:00am we’ll have the lessons for Sun-
day Morning Prayer, then at 10:00am
we’ll have the Sunday Eucharistic les-
sons. If you wanted to, and had the time
available, you could attend both services
without getting a repeat on the scriptures.
Again, this service will evolve, but for
now it will be spoken with a single hymn
at the end, there will be an informal hom-
ily rather than a sermon, and the whole
thing will be targeted to last around 50
minutes. I look forward to seeing some of
you there, and if you’re interested in
training up to be a Lay Reader at this ser-
vice, let me know.

12:00 noon on Fridays

I’ve been wanting to offer a mid-week
Eucharist, and a couple folks have been
asking about a book study, so this Friday
service is designed to serve both needs.
On Fridays, at 12noon, there will be a
Eucharist offered in the church, followed
by a book study and light lunch in the
Parish Hall. We’ll hold this service start-
ing on Friday, December 5th, and go
through at least Friday, January 2nd. The
service will be simple and about 30
minutes, so if you had just a lunch hour
you could join us for the Eucharist and a
bite of lunch even if you couldn’t stay.

Continued on page 3




Upcoming Events
We are delighted to continue to welcome you to join us for in-person worship.

You are also welcome to experience services livestreamed on St. Paul’s Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/St.PaulsHenderson

Sunday, December 7, 14, 21, 28—8 a.m. Morning Prayer with Eucharist, 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II
Tuesday, December 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, 5:15 p.m.— Evening Prayer
Wednesday, December 3, 10, 17, 5:15 p.m.— Evening Prayer, 5:45 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
Friday, December 5, 12, 19, 26—Noon, Eucharist, followed by light lunch and book study
Friday, December 5, Celebration of St. Nicholas
Saturday, December 6,—Christmas Parade
Sunday, December 7 , 4 p.m. — Alice P. Taylor Candlelight Service, First United Methodist
Tuesday, December 16 — Vestry Christmas Party, Bill Gentry’s home
Sunday, December 21,— Christmas Caroling after church
Monday, December 22, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. — Parents Night Out
Wednesday, Christmas Eve, S p.m. and 11 p.m. — Christmas Eve services

November Happenlngs at St. Paul’s
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Advent at St. Paul’s (Continued)

The first book will be light and easy to get us
started. We’ll be reading Dog in the Manger: Find-
ing God in the Christmas Chaos by The Rev. Tim
Schenck. Fr. Tim is also the author of Dust Bunnies
in the Basket which was a Lenten read here not long
ago. I’ve got a few used copies coming to the
church to share, or you can get your own copy in
print or digital.

This service is also, hopefully, a way for us to
support our neighbors in Madisonville. St. Mary’s
is currently without a priest and has supply clergy
only about once per month. I’d like to offer to hold
this Friday service at St. Mary’s in Madisonville
once a month or so, in order that they might attend
the service, and so that I can consecrate extra bread
and wine for their Sunday celebration when and if
the diocese allows for that.

Seven Whole Days

The hymn “King of Glory, King of Peace” has as
the first line of the last stanza the line, “Seven
whole days, not one in seven, I will praise Thee”.
Sometimes clergy have used this idea to browbeat
their congregations, as in: you should be coming to
church all week long not just on Sunday! I’d like to
offer it as an invitation: God is available all week
long. If your Sundays are just too hectic some
weeks to make it in to pray, come Friday. Come
Tuesday. Come early, come late, come when you
can. Come feed your soul so that you can feed oth-
ers as they need.

Peace

Fr. Ben.

For a special Advent treat, follow this link to
stream the 66th Festival Service of Lessons and
Carols from Sewanee The University of the
South.

https://vimeo.com/event/167828

Matthew 25 is hosting the
Yuletide Giving Program
again this year. This is a heart-
P felt effort to ensure that every
- # patient has the opportunity to
= share a special meal with those
they love.
A donation of $55 provides one grocery card for a
family in need, but every amount makes a differ-
ence. If your budget is smaller this year, we warmly
welcome donations of non-perishable food items to
help us stock Zack’s kitchen, our in-house food
pantry that supports patients year round. Together,
we can ensure that no one in our care has to face an
empty table this holiday season.
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(Christmas at St. Paubs

Christmas Eve—Wednesday, December 24
5 p.m. — Holy Eucharist (Rite II)
11 p.m. — Holy Eucharist (Rite II)
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Happenings for EYC and Friends in December
Through December 6 at 8 a.m, EYC is accepting
donations of candy to hand out at the Henderson
Christmas Parade.

Friday, December 5, Expect an email notification of
parade line-up and arrival time for parade participants.
5 p.m. December 5, Celebration of St. Nicholas ( a
day early because of the parade day activities.) Quick
supper provided prior to lighting of the Christmas tree
in Central Park at 6 p.m. and followed by Christmas
musical at Presbyterian Church at 7 p.m.

Saturday, December 6 - Community breakfast at JFK
Center serving 7-9 a.m. Sponsored by Audubon Kids
Zone and Harbor House. EYC will meet there before
lining up for the parade. EYC meeting time TBD when
we have more info about line-up time (look for email
Friday.) Parade starts at 10 a.m. Help will be needed to
set the “little church” in its place at Christmas in the
Park at the end of the parade. Look for the weekly
email for update re: parade viewing and after-parade
activities.

Sunday, December 7, 4 p.m., we will meet at First
United Methodist Church for the Alice P. Taylor Can-
dlelight Service. EYC will gather for supper after the
service.

Friday, December 12, 7 p.m., Caitlin Walker gradu-
ates from Henderson Community College.

Saturday, December 13,Wreaths Across America Day
- watch for the weekly email for the gathering time.
Saturday, December 20, EYC will meet at church at
4:45 p.m. to attend the Christmas play at First Mission-
ary Baptist Church at 5 p.m.

Sunday, December 21, EYC will assist the altar guild
in readying the church for Chrismas services. Follow-
ing, we will have lunch and go Chrismas caroling. All
are welcome to join us. Please contact Judy if you
would like a visit from our youth or know someone
who would.

Monday, December 22, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. Parents Day
Out. The Purdy girls will host the children for Christ-
mas movie, lunch, crafts and games. Children may
wear their pjs and should bring a sleeping bag or blan-
ket and pillow for movie time. Parents should bring $5
per child to cover the cost. Text Miranda at 270-844-
2120 to RSVP by December 18.



https://vimeo.com/event/167828

A Season of Thanks

Leslie Newman—

On All Saints Day, EYC hosted Dining with the
Departed, where parishioners brought dishes they
associate with their loved ones to share with our par-
ish family, along with recipes and photos of their
dearly departed, and where we read the names of
those interred in our columbarium and remembered
them as well. If you are interested in helping build
this into a tradition, please see Leslie.

Afterwards, a small crew of us maintained the
tradition of visiting Cates Farms to experience their
wonderful production of agritourism and more activi-
ties than we could enjoy. Weather and Eleanor and
Caroline’s schedules meant they went the week be-
fore and that Charlotte couldn’t join us — we missed
them.

Thank you to our parish fami-
lies who brought bounty for
EYC to decorate the altar for
— Thanksgiving, to Trae who
m rescued pumpkins and gourds
¢ following the Nov. 22 Com-
munity Thanksgiving meal at
the John F. Kennedy Center
and delivered them to St.
@ Paul’s, to you who allowed
me to cut and rummage from
your yards, and to our youth
and young and young-at-heart adults who helped
haul the tubs, oil the
pumpkins and gourds
and then to dismantle
the montage and begin
preparations for Advent
on Thanksgiving Day.
It is a joy to watch Car-
oline learn to fill cornu-
copias and the Purdy’s =
memories from past —
years emerge into a creation! Thanks to Brandy,
Gisele and Marty for making time and working to
help. At the end, we were glad there were pumpkins
suitable for Judy for pie-making. And we were
thankfiul to Aaron Thomas for working around us to
fill the candles and to Mitchell Deep and Alex
Yevincy for helping haul the remnants away to feed
wildlife.

We gathered at First United Methodist Church
for the Henderson County Ministerial Association’s
Community Thanksgiving service on November 23,
where Fr. Ben delivered the sermon. And we look
forward to returning to FUMC on Sunday December
7 at 4 p.m. for the Alice P. Taylor candlelight service
where Jieun will perform.

It’s possible there is the mak-
ing of a new EYC tradition as
we gathered at Showplace Cin-
emas on Thanksgiving after-
noon for the premier of Zooto-
& pia 2, which was a delightful
& Disney film. There are hints
there might be a Zootopia 3
= this time next year.

Thanks, too, to our parish family who have
brought bags of individually wrapped candy for our
youth to hand out at the Henderson Merchants’
Christmas parade on Saturday morning December
6. Please plan to layer your clothing and bring out
your comfy walking shoes and big smiles to join us
on the St. Paul’s float! Thanks to Ms. Ella, Aaron,
Wendell and Ann Street for refurbishing and deco-
rating the little church, to Brandy and Eleanor for
securing the trailer and ATV from Eleanor’s dad
Brad Alexander and his crew to load and haul it and
to Brandy for driving it. We have yet to have candy
left at the end of the parade, so please keep the can-
dy coming! You will find the stash on the kitchen
counter. Jieun opened a bag of the Asian candy she
and Fr. Ben contributed, and I can vouch that there
is such a thing as a candy that tastes like red beans!
If you prefer to contribute your stash of little Jesus-
es from Amazon, we will gladly hand those out,
too. Thanks to the Walaskays for inviting us over to
warm up after the church is set up at Christmas in
the Park and for including our youth in their plans
to benefit a local charity.

Thanks to Bob
Hodgson for offering to
and undertaking the
repair and refurbishing
of the standards. EYC
hung the greenery and
put up the trees in the
parish hall and narthex
on the first Sunday in
advent.  We missed
Deacon Larry as his
health did not allow him to participate this year.

Hanging and desk calendars ARE
still a thing! The beautiful EYC
calendars from Youth Group Pro-
motions are here and available for
purchase for your gift giving and
personal use. Cost has held steady
at $10 with a discount offered for
quantity purchases.




St. Paul’s Calendar December 2025

SUNDAY MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 Noon 6 Parish Hall -
Eucharist, & DAR
Book Study 7-9am.
5 p.m. St. Breakfast at
Nicholas Day  JFK Center
supper, tree
lighting, Mu-  Christmas
sical at Pres-  Parade
byterian Ch.
7—2 Advent 8 9 10 11 12 Noon 13
8 Morning Prayer and 5:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. - Eucharist, &  Wreaths Across
Eucharist Evening Evening Book Study =~ America Day
10—Holy Eucharist Prayer Prayer
Rite 11 7p.m.
5:45 p.m. HCC
: Choir Graduation
4 p.m. Allce P. Tgylor Rehearsal Service
Candlelight Service -
14—3 Advent 15 16 17 5:15p.m. 18 19 Noon 20
8 Morning Prayer and 5:15 p.m. - Evening Eucharist, &  4:45 EYC meet
Eucharist Evening Prayer Book Study to attend
Prayer 5:45 p.m. Christmas play
- : 5:45 p.m. Choir at First
%10 te EOIY Eucharist Vestry Rehearsal Missionary
1 Meeting Baptist
21—4 Advent 22 23 24 25 26 Noon 27
8 Morning Prayer and 11 am.- 5:15pm.- Christmas Christmas Eucharist, &
Eucharist 3 p.m. Evening Eve Day Book Study
10_H01y EUCharist Parents Prayer ;Ip.m. and
. p.m.
Rite 11 Day Out = 545 p.m. Christmas
. Vest Eve Services
EYC - Christmas Meefi}r,lg
Caroling
28—1 Christmas 29 30 31
8 Morning Prayer and 5:15 p.m. -
Eucharist Evening
10—Holy Eucharist Prayer

Rite 1T

December Birthdays and Anniversaries
2 Kelly Deep 25 Liam Knight
3 Edward Anderson
5 Avery Estes 28 Bo White
6 Reece O’Nan, Carolyn Fuller, Jeanie Hendricks

26 Joe and Christy Mattingly

I3 Randall Kedding

14 Josh Emerson, Brooks O’Nan
19 Becky Carroll

23 Bobbie Soaper

If you are having a birthday or anniversary this month. and you are not

on the list, please let Judy in the church office know.



Lay Ministry December 2025

Date & Altar Guild  Ushers Acolytes Lay Readers Coffee Hour
Lessons Altar Flowers
7-2 Advent Gisele Purdy
{)sglarg % 12170 8 Cooper Lilly
18.19 Sl 10 Leslie
Ro_mans 15:4-  Ape Mik Ne?wman,
13 - Mike Mike France
France
Matthew 3:1-
12
14-3 Advent Susan Sauls
Isaiah 35: 1'-10 Ella Thomas The Purdys, 8 George
Psalm 146:4-9 . 1
, Caroline Relyea
James 5:7-10 . 10 Mart
Matthew 11:2' Mr. and MVS. Whlte . y
11 White,
Jeffrey Susie
Caddick .
Watkins
21-4 Advent Alexis Purdy
Isaiah 7:10-16 8 Ellen
Il)zairg 80:1-7, Redding
- ) 10 Susan Sauls,
Romans 1:1-7 Lesl;
Matthew 1:18- Mr’ and Mrs' NCS 1
25 Joe Mattingly ewman
Christmas Eve 5 Caroline 5 Susie
Services White Watkins,
George
11 The Relyea,
Purdys Mike France
11 Marty
White,
Susan Sauls
28-1 Christmas ~ Marilyn Dixon
Isaiah 61:10,  Ellen Redding Caroline 8 Cooper Lilly
62:3 White 10 Susan Sauls,
Psalm 147 Marty White
Galatians 3:23-  Decorated for y
25 Christmas

John 1:1-18

Christian Community Qutreach Items for December

Favorite Items

Jiffy cornmeal mix, coffee, tea, Kool-Aid, lemonade,
sugar, peanut butter, jelly, pasta sauce, pasta, spaghetti



Youth News - Continued November Vestry Minutes Summary

Leslie Newman— Marty White
Speaking of traditions - in sorting through her

mother’s, Libby Smith’s, bdongir.lgS, Dawn Kelsey « Financial report was distributed and discussed. It
gy found this article from the De- yq noted that we need an increase in pledges and

cember 18, 1955 Gleaner and y,yq to generate more income. Perhaps a personal

Journal where 70 years ago, our contact from Fr. Ben. may help. A budget needs to be
youth went Christmas caroling as . eated

h flvoe 1\?,] 11111 é?lﬁaezcjm:ri'h\ﬁggsewi? * The Rector’s report was reviewed. There was dis-
& P > 1 cussion about the bishops visit and the convention.

glfehat\c])e pa;zlszignzrs ::;ho ;’01(1};1 There will be extra services at 8§ a.m. on Sundays
prep pp during Advent

s lunch) in the parish hall or offer ) ) )
1 a hay ride or dj for a dance after ® Constant contact is being set up that will be han-
our caroling, EYC is in!! One of dling all our notices.
the youth who shared her fond memories from those * The community Thanksgiving service is November
days was Libby’s friend Sonnie Nolan, who had pur- 23 and Fr. Ben. will be preaching.
chased the large photo of St. * Noon Eucharist and book study to begin on Fri-
Paul’s in the snow that’s hang- days.

ing in the hall of the addition * Marty reported that new towel dispensers have

When Sonnie was terminglly been installed in the kitchen and in all three bath-
ill and knew her days to enjoy | FOOMIS.

the pict limited, sh . . o
> picture vere Tmitee, She * The heating and air conditioning work has been
asked me to be sure it made its
completed for now. The new compressor and fan

way to St. Paul’s in memory of those happy times that . )
meZnt so much to her in hgr youth. Wepgv}ilo remem- " <1¢ repla(;ed and .all the‘ outside HVAC pipes work
replaced with new insulation

ber Annie Rash, Sara Scheller and Ray and Hattie S o
Preston can imagine how much fun that Christmas ® The baseboard heater, which is located inside the
celebration would have been! We are so very lucky area where the organ pipes are was also replaced. All
Connie Preston Walaskay and her family carry on the units inside and out were serviced and a new fan belt
tradition of making fun for EYC, and that Ms. Ella, Was replaced on the parish hall unit. We have still not
Aaron and Wendell have established the tradition of been able to resolve the problem with the thermostat

hosting EYC with amazing holiday décor and plenti- on the east side unit and our HVAC people are going
ful snacks, drinks and treats at Ms. to take a look to see if our computer needs to be re-

Ella’s home. calibrated or hopefully not replaced.
St. Paul’s was able to contribute to . * A window was replaced in Judy’s office.

Eleanor’s costume for All Saints and * The dolly for the piano has been installed and we
the Blessed Virgin Mary at her school, also have received the cover for the piano.

St. Benedict, in Evansville. .
S * We have been encouraged to contact and think
Amidst the hubbub of Decembqr, about nominations for the vestry. There will be four
we are grateful for the call to worship openings next year
th ty of holi in A t t .
e beauty of holiness in Advent and to * The next meeting will be December 16, 2025, at

realize the significance of the journey to . ; . .
Bethlehem, and we hope you will join | | Bill Gentry’s house. The annual meeting will be Sun-
~ day, February 1, 2026.

us.

. Financial Summary as of November 30, 2025

. Pledged Income Received to Date $68,452
. Total Pledges for 2025 $116,567
. Percentage Collected 59%
. Outstanding Pledges $48,115
. Percentage collected last year same month 57%



St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Staff Service Times

The Rev’d Benjamin J. Newland, Rector

The Rev’d Larry Courtney, Deacon Emeritus

Jieun Newland, Organist and Choirmaster
Leslie Newman, EYC Director

Judy Duncan, Parish Secretary
Phone—270-826-2937

Vestry Ministry Teams

Sr. Warden
Jr. Warden
Secretary
Treasurer
Clerk

Budget and Finance
Communications
Christian Formation and Youth

Building and Grounds
Fellowship/Outreach
Pastoral Care

St Faui’s E_Piscopal Church
5 South Green Street
chdcrson, KY 42420

www.stpauls-henderson.org

Morning Prayer with Eucharist - Sundays 8 a.m.
during Advent

Holy Eucharist Rite II - Sundays 10 a.m.

Evening Prayer - Tuesdays 5:15 p.m.

Susie Watkins
Mitch Deep
Bill Gentry
Mike France
Marty White

Marilyn Dixon, Mike France, Bill Gentry

Bill Brodsky, Marty White, Ellen Redding

Alexis Purdy, Miranda Purdy, Leslie Newman, Marty White,
Monessa Curry

Marty White, Mitch Deep, Joe Mattingly

Becky Carroll, Susie Watkins, Susan Sauls

Decn. Larry, Marilyn Dixon, Susie Watkins, Marty White



